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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:

e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question
o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to
one another. Examiners are trained during the standardisation process on how and when to use
annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring processes
and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team.
The meaning of annotations and how they are used is specific to each component and is understood
by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may
see on copies of scripts. Note that there may not be a direct correlation between the number of
annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
SEEM Used to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material
has been awarded.

Use for Q3, or Q4, or Q5: Credit for good content point.

x Incorrect.

Omission.

Spelling/grammar mistake.

Error of Tense.

Repetition.

BOD If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then
‘benefit of the doubt’ is given.

If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no

benefit of the doubt’ is given.

HIGHLIGHTER | Optional, to highlight errors.

e Meaning unclear or illegible.

]
OFF-PAGE Used to make a holistic comment about the script.
COMMENT
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2 General Marking Instructions

If a candidate has written down the wrong question number, e.g. they have clearly answered
Question 2, but have written Question 1 on the script, place a ‘?’ next to the question
number. You must enter your annotations and your mark against the question number that the
candidate actually answered.

Section A: Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section A. Check the
Questions 1 | script to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the
and 2 correct row in the mark input box (e.g. if the candidate has answered Question 2,

begin by selecting Q2b1)

Content marks (1b1,1b2,1b3,1b4 or 2b1,2b2,2b3,2b4)
Annotate the script to show where candidate has covered each bullet point.
Enter a mark out of 3 in the mark input box for each bullet point.

Language marks (1L or 2L)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 18 in the mark input box.

Section B: Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section B. Check the
Questions script to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the
3/4and 5 correct row in the mark input box (e.g. ifthe candidate has answered Question 4,

begin by selecting Q4Content)

Content (3Content or 4Content or 5Content)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

Style and Organisation (3S&O or 4S&0 or 5S&0)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

Accuracy (3Accuracy or 4Accuracy or 5Accuracy)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

NR (No response)

After you have entered your marks for all the questions that the candidate has answered, CLICK
ON COMPLETE so that ‘NR’ can be populated automatically for the questions that the candidate
has not answered.

If the COMPLETE button is not available, please input NR by hand for all the questions the
candidate has not answered. (Pushing the # button puts in NR.)

Rubric infringements

Sometimes a candidate will misread the rubric and will answer more than one question in each
section.

Please mark all of the responses on each script. RM Assessor will automatically calculate the best
mark that the candidate can achieve, within the acceptable rubric rules.

Crossing out
If a candidate crosses out an attempt, award marks for the final attempt.

If acandidate crosses out an answer but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work.
(Please note that a ‘second attempt’ could be a single word.)
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Section A
A1 Combination of Words
Marking principles:
e grammatically correct combination 2 marks
e grammatically incorrect combination 0 marks
Question Answer Marks
1 ESIE 2
2 Taa 2
3 T 2
4 EFW 2
5 eI 2

A2 Idioms, Proverbs and Words in Pairs

Marking principles:

Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct

attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q6, if a candidate responds (06) (RICTE = 0 marks).

e correct number, phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be | 2 marks
correct)

e incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks

Question Answer Marks
6 | (4) T TS At R 2
7 (10) TEI-T4 2
8 | (3) B ot 2
9 (9) FTS! 41T TS DI 2
10 (5) CoRR=ITe=! 2
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A3 Sentence Transformation
Marking principles:
e grammatically correct / appropriate sentence including the key word/s 2 marks

e full meaning of the sentence is conveyed
o tolerate a single spelling error

only the essence of the meaning is conveyed 1 mark
tolerate omission of punctuation mark
tolerate 2 spelling errors

tolerate omission of / error in key word

meaning of the sentence is not conveyed / is changed 0 marks
e more than 2 spelling errors

The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according
to the banded marking principles above.

Question Answer Marks

" Tote IR T N2/ TS TR [ Sien?/7 R & N2 or similar 2
(Key word: 312 /519 WA /AT, F/F) + an interrogative structure/verb
form.

12| =efs s, fog wrow / el RifFe 26 Ares/201s ©Iew or similar 2
(Key word: ©®&) + a positive structure

13 | fersces Siom /Mo Sf $401/2 99 19 1 or similar 2
(Key words: X1, 91I4) + a negative structure/verb form

14 T e s F wizeeld 1 f=ee ! or similar 2
(Key words: s/, Wﬁ/@‘?ﬁl/, ﬂ?ﬂ@/ﬂﬁ@lﬁl, RCT) + an exclamatory past
verb form

15 | oueees 9eiE, “asif @sE A <959 17 or similar 2

(Key words: @314, gf¥i/A={) + an informal/formal form of reported speech.
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A4 Cloze Passage
Marking principles:

Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct

attempt to the same item. (e.g., for Q16, if a candidate responds (3) EJT%IﬁI?E: 0 marks).

e Correct number/phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be | 2 marks
credited)
e Incorrect number / incorrect phrase 0 marks
Question Answer Marks
16 | (7) frampaat 2
17 (6) et 2
18 | (1) omwwa/nam 2
19 1 (3) = / e 2
20 (8) =AW 2
21 (14) T 2
22 (12) eCTe 2
23 (11) sffzresr 2
24 (10) S22 2
25 (2) TERIIG! 2

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 7 of 13



3204/02 Cambridge O Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2025
PUBLISHED

Section B
B5 MCQ Comprehension
Marking principles:

Candidates may respond with either a letter or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct

attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q26, if a candidate responds (D) but incorrect statement 45! 252
(TR *IfS | = 0 marks).

e Correct vior number (if both are written, both must be correct) 2 marks
¢ Incorrect v or v in the wrong place 0 marks
Question Answer Marks
26 (B) v 2
27 (A) v 2
28 (B) v 2
29 (D) v 2
30 (C) v 2
31 (A) v 2
32 (D) v 2
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Section C
C6 OE Comprehension
Marking principles:

Candidates must write in their own words, i.e. not ‘lift’ (copy word-for-word) material from the text.
There is a maximum of 6 marks available for each question. A maximum of 4 marks are awarded for
Content, according to the examples in the mark scheme below. A maximum of 2 marks are awarded
for Language according to the banded marking principles below.

e clear, appropriate language and vocabulary 2 language marks
e in the candidate’s own words (no lifting)
e tolerate minor spelling errors

e partially successful communication of the answer 1 language mark
e spelling errors and
occasional lifting

inappropriate use of language 0 language marks
limited/inappropriate vocabulary

meaning is confused/ambiguous/obscure
basic errors which impede communication
heavy reliance on lifting
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Content marks are to be awarded as follows:

Question Answer Marks

33| etaw e *fefEeT THGE (TR ©U (Al TR GF STHCE S [Aw

CeTCN1 (Any four from the following or similar wording)

o IR @EIR AT eI TRES /O T 1
o« @3B Tmw / FrFE® or U W3 ww @ FrFE® 1
o TR T AITRR BRSNSV 9T 1
o @ TR TR @i qoeR e s 1
o TESACIT (BINGICT OIFT 1
o TTACSIA (A (ST AR ICES Lo/ QT 1

34 | 9w *fefEera i Ft | awey weaw? BB = @ (Any

four from the following or similar wording)

. SRR FrmdioE o RS 1

o T fiw FrRdioR St MM 1

o OIR-RETIRTT T SRR/ e S 1

o ffon e/ STamE g / IR, eeem, $bw fg/ oo 1
TR (Ml

o AR R RNEER e TEead Jfa w40 1

35 | faw eifod wey *fEfteoTis (AUR (FETT (IRt TGRS 2Ll S
Jt ! e v14f6 9% @l (The following four or similar wording)

o NIEA ATE GF [RE AR /AT Ao/ AR 1

o ST ZNEH ECS FITF G AR 1

o OF T AFFS/ @A T/ @ e Fetee o A 1

o oF QA TTIER T A eFfore v T v Frs St /7Y WL 1
TS AR

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 10 of 13



3204/02 Cambridge O Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2025
PUBLISHED

Question Answer Marks

36 | fefrrret e ffen Teora sTHeE 19w erse N F T 07
B1af6 3 @1 (Any four from the following or similar wording)

o T ¢ TS TR Ry e e 2w 1
o Y R TRIRNY (A0 A IR RO ¢ RFie ST /S 7 1
o TG T R g/ afoaR) Fee wAfcafe 27 1
. TSR YR AErE e or-e A w1l 27 1
o fafon Pyl ¢ fowramm amim-ave 27 1

37 fegere! Refmiery elfodi aqtmaced v Feeiif? SHafs g @l

(Any four from the following or similar wording)

o 1921 70 *fefrEed R frgors! v werefe 1

o ifEfEet TS wwied T, e ¢ apa et AR 1

. FogerS /e /gt ARy (Taite @af Mgfos @w e 1
coTl

. fifen omm waw@o frwEe SR (et 1

. @ P I RYNEReIE Re vy e 1
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Question Answer Marks

38 | o e AREIE T W T FCACR? BIAS K (R

(Any four from the following or similar wording)

. WIET TR RIS Rfferoe Ryoms sRew /SRR 1
AT A |

o TR MegloT At [iey SRpItTR MW FRew /o[ a1 1

gy AERICS ol @

o 2ffS A TN T 8 g AR T AT (B i 2 1
G

o RoRE TASIEINTE IO SEETT IR T ABLF Q0 47 TF 1

o SfIEerE A/ died ¢ TouA v FERd wiwe T9® ORE 1
o 20z |

o T AANceR A o fETE wrere FeAreceia AeMossTE TG 1

FAeFEd IAGINLT L Are(F LT TR
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Marking principles:

e inappropriate synonym
e spelling error which impedes meaning

e appropriate synonym with correct spelling 2 marks
e appropriate synonym 1 mark
e tolerate minor spelling errors which do not impede meaning

0 marks

If candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct
attempt to the same item.
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according
to the banded marking principles above.

Question Answer Marks
39 | et = Bow / o / Wil / B /@reN/ 5= or similar 2
40 | fqmel = el / @ /4 T Be ) @Fg B /SEUR o similar 2
M| offaepf ~ e | Saefm / el | o/ @A/ e/ SRR/ G A o | 2

similar
42 | 98 -8B /eiE/Afg? / g8 / g / TS or similar 2
43 | B - Tweaet / wfew / T / B4 or similar 2
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